Democrat and Chronicle (Rochester, New York) ■ Fri, May 3, 2002 ■ Page 1 


Clark forces 3 priests to quit 


Clergy named in decades-old sexual abuse cases 


BY STAFF WRITER 

JAY T 0 KAS 2 

Three Catholic priests 
continued working in 
Rochester-area churches 
for more than two decades 
despite credible allegations 
that they had sexually 
abused teenagers. 

Prodded by grieving vic¬ 


tims and facing complaints 
of a cover-up. Bishop 
Matthew H. Clark, leader of 
the Roman Catholic Dio¬ 
cese of Rochester, on 
Thursday asked for, and re¬ 
ceived, their resignations. 

The three priests were 

E laced on administrative 
■ave. Two other priests — 
disciplined in the 1990s 


amid allegations of sexual 
misconduct but still work¬ 
ing in administrative jobs 
— were removed from 
those posts. 

And a sixth priest, who is 
retired, was told he will not 
be able to continue in any 
form of ministry. 

Clark announced the res¬ 
ignations in response to a 


Democrat and Chronicle re¬ 
quest for specific informa¬ 
tion about several of the 
priests. 

Clark said “the swirl of 
publicity” around sexual 
abuse led victims to contact 
the diocese and ultimately 
fecctd (hi bishop, over the 
past two months, to review 
personnel files. 


Since January, a scandal 
has engulfed the Roman 
Catholic church, particu¬ 
larly in the United States, 
where at least 177 priests of 
about 47,000 nationwide 
have resigned or been dis¬ 
missed from ministry amid 
allegations. 

PRIESTS, l'\(,l 4A 


INSIDE 

The Rev. 
Paul 
Shanley 

faces three 
counts of 
child rape 


Shanley is accused of 
raping a young boy In 
the 1980 s when he was 
a priest In Boston. 4 A 
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Stunned parishes 
prepare to move on 


Priests 


Priest resignations For help 


■ V M'ATF WHtTEk 

JAYTOMU 

Three parishes in [he Raman 
Catholic Diocese of fcudtaMter 
now face the arduous task of 
moving an wlthrsui a pafltnr. 

IT* hard enough when j 
beloved pastor itave* under sny 
Cimmutillrci. But parish¬ 
ioners m St. Pitts X Church 
in Chili, St. Paul Church in 
Webster and St. Mary Dvr 
Mother Church in Horscbcads, 
Chemung County, are purling 
way* whit their pa*Inn amid the 
pain and shock of sexual abuse 
iHtpdnu, 

For many parishioner!. Che In¬ 
ternational abuse scandal in I he 
Roman Catholic Church hai 
beun UtTScly viewed frmn ■ dan- 
lance Until now. 

“I’m very surprised and dis¬ 
appointed that it did hii sa 
cW to home." Mid Peter 5«tl- 
den berg of Chili, parish cuuncif 
president m. St Pius X, "ft's 
tougher ta take. There are no 
winner* in this situation, Every, 
one is hurt.” 

Seidmiberg *Aid he crffirideri 


The Rev, baiter Hagers "a good 
pastor and a good friend" and 
is-iti jwafe of rta complaints 
against the Former pastor 

The parish, which has ahoul 
zjdu Families, Li 'strung and 
Will survive,- he -.aict. "Our faith 
ji in the church, it's nut La I he 

petw-UiL." 

About luc people gathered at 
Si- Paul Church to pray for tic- 
tint! of sexual abuse and for the 
Rev. David Simon. 

“We have to gel together, the 
people," said church staff nn-m- 
her Art Ainering. 'It's like a 
wake. We Ju»r have to get to¬ 
gether* 

The staff issued a siatemenc 
to parishioners, saying that 
"Our hearty are bfokefl. , , 
Father Dave is in the company 
of chose who love him. Our 
community will live and Love 
through this," 

Bishop Matthew H. Clark 
plans to visit each of the 
parishes later this month lo of¬ 
fer assistance, j 

Ihdudrs reporting by naff 
writer Ijdty Mcirndon, 


job hunting? See our EmplojTiftni ac k 
evmdavin tlye(MiKk 


FROM 1-Ail L 1A 
Victims and victims' advo¬ 
cates wild the actions of (he 
fei(Chester diocese are too little, 
too late, 

“The diocese and the church 
have known of these problems 
for many yean, and taking ac¬ 
tion now strikes me as nothing 
more than an exercise in dam¬ 
age control," said a Saratoga 
County woman whose ioh re¬ 
cently complained to the dio¬ 
cese about one of the priests, 
the Rev Foster Rogers. 

Until Thursday, Rogers was 
the pastor of Si. Plus X Church 
in Clull 

The woman said her son was 
molested En 197; when he was s 
I (i-year-old parishioner at 
Church of the Assumption In 
Ealrport. 

"Were it not for public 
scrutiny, 3 think (his would not 
have happened," laid a Monroe 
County man who complained to 
the diocese about Risers in 1993. 
years after be was allegedly 
abused. “Why did Matthew 
Clark decide to go back Into the 
files tu years later?" 

F»hn Aietakls, an Albany 
lawyer who hai worked on Sev¬ 
eral clergy abuse cases, said the 
actions of church leaders were 
"spin" intended to make the dio- 
ccse look as if it were moving 
quickly to remove problem 
priests. 

"They're Just acting so late, 
and I thlnk it's meaningless," 
Said Are!tikis, who represents 


O Ihs Rtv fester flogtrs. 
iiastof et Si Pk* S Church. Dilll 
OTtaflev EUrkJSknoi, 
portfr St. i^ul Church Webster. 
©Tile Her Themes Burr pastor d 5t. 
WwyOui Mother Church. Hcfseheacs. 

men P 0 sf fti- kind vin? 

Paul Hearty in a lawsuit against 
the Rev, William Lum 

Lum was convicted In 1991 of 
molesting Hearty, who then 
sued the prieit and the dlocese- 
A state appellate court dis¬ 
missed the suit agaLruo the dio¬ 
cese, but Lum may still face a 
civil trial, 

Lum was removed Thursday 
from his post a* a judge on thr 
diocesan tribunai. a department 
of diocesan headquarters that 


Anyww who has further 
concerns Or who would like to 
report any incident of sexual 
rtUHOOduCt may call flaribara 
Pedeville at (505) 323-3228. 
«Ht, 215. Or the Rev flobori 
Fling at <3L5> 536-7459. The 
toll-free number (nr the dioce¬ 
san Pastoral Center is (BOO) 
388-7177. 

specifics about the abuse, other 
than to call it molestation. 

Nolle of the cases could be 
criminally prosecuted because 
they fall outside 1 he statute of 


and renuLTf jages. 

Clark said all of the abuse al¬ 
legation! against the three 
priests stemmed from the mid- 
ipTOi and involved teenagers, 
some male, some female. 

He would not provide 


The priests had ackflaiwledged 
their misconduct and were 
treated and returned to ministry. 
Clark said he was not aware of 
any credible a Regal km* agaLnst 
them since the 19705. 

"I have their word chat 
aren't any other instances to be 
concerned about." 

Why did the diocese dismiss 
the priests now? Clark said it 
was in the hesr interests of the 
victims and In ensuring the 
safety -of the community 
The bishop offered hi* “deep¬ 
est apology to anyone who has 
been harmed by these priests or 
any other." 

The abuses occurred while 
Bishop h iseph Hogan was head 
of the diocese Clark did not re¬ 
view priest 1' personnel riles 
when he became bishop In 1979- 
"It never occurred tome to ex¬ 
plore personnel files of this dio¬ 
cese. i Wanted (C tank at every¬ 
body with fresh eyes," he said, 
hesidei, he added, “It would 
have been offensive in my mind 
to review the work of my pre¬ 
decessor without cause." 

In U593, otl the beds of a sex¬ 
ual abuse scandal in Louisiana, 

I he Rochester diocese adapted 
what was viewed by many Ro¬ 
man Catholics nationwide os a 
tough, progressiva policy on 
handling sexual abuse allega¬ 
tions, 

Nevertheless, no review of 
parish priest! wn conducted 
"I didn't think of it. Perhaps 1 
should have, hut f didn't,” Clark 
said 

Societal undemanding of sex¬ 
ual abuse and its impact on.chil¬ 
dren hu£ expanded since the 
1970s, he said. 

At that time, the diocese re¬ 
lied on contemporary research 
and the wisdom of the psychi¬ 
atric ourninwaity In determining 
whether prirsts who sexually 
abused children mold continue 
In ministry, 

Sexual abuse Then wa s con¬ 
sidered a "moral lapse" From 
which which prlrtlk could move 
on after being disciplined and 
doing penance, said the Rev. 
loscph Hart, vicar general for 
the diocese. 

People didn't understand the 


Accused priests 

Aline priests accused of sexu¬ 
al misconduct In the past have 
bcert under investigation or 
review m recent weeks toy the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Rochester. Her* « the status of 
1 heir rases. 

■ Three active priests have 
resigned At Bishop Matthew H 
Clark's request: 

— the Rev. Foster Rogers. 62, 
pastor of St, Rus X Church in 
Chili. 

- the Rev 
□avid Jim on, 

61, pastor of Si 
£ H (Paul Church m 
' Webster 
' J the Rev 
Thomas Burr, 

I 67. pastor of 
St Mary Our 
Mother Church 
m Hotheads, Chemung 
County 

■ One retired priest Will be 
unable to continue In any form 
or ministry. The flev Robert 
O'Neill. 65. rormer pastor of St. 
Christopher Church in North 
Chill, will not be allowed to say 
Mass, athmlncsler sacraments 
or even wear clerical Clothing 
or reside in any parish or 
dloctinn dwelling. 

■ Two prieit v. already on 
administrative leave, face fur¬ 
ther restrictions. The Rev 
William lum, 5fl, and the Rev 
Thomas Corbett, 62, may not 
continue Weir non ministerial 
assignments at the Diocesan 
Pastoral Center, wear clerical 
ClQlhmg or reside in any parish 
or diocesan dwelling. 

* Thr#*- flrg-us are under 
investigation by an advisory 
panel of d«QWMn staff mem 
hers and lay professionals. 

Since March, the panel has 
been looking into allegations 
against two of The priests; 
allegations against * third 
were made |trsl this week. 

The Identities Of (hose priests 
have nor been disclosed, 

The iix priests — Rogers, 
Limn, 1 tic Rev. *n30BS(W Hurr. the 
Rrv. David 5imnn. the Rev. 
Thom** Corbett and the Rev, 
Robert O'Neill — rannot partic¬ 
ipate in any ministry, wear cler¬ 
ical clothing or reside in parish 


grlevmi* i m pact of these acts on 
children, stud Claj-k. “There's un 
awareness today of the horror 
that this causes in * child's spirit 
1 tan Was no! there hack then. IiA 
art incredibly deep slid lasting 
trauma for people.* 


They will be able to receive a 
diocesan pension and health 
coverage through ihe diocese. 

Also on Thursday. Clark raid 
he would report lo legal author¬ 
ities any vtkffeHou of jfioal 
mlsconducl brought to the at¬ 
tention rif the dinceie a 
change in policy, 

Clark had rrthted doing so 
because be worried Ihill sunt 
victims would riot come for¬ 
ward with such * polity in 
ptuce, 

But he said other victims have 
described reporting as “wty im¬ 
portant TO the health of our 


"1 recugtiJzc that limns are 
rimnpiiLff and the chunrh, as al- 
wnyi, needs tu respond and re- 
formr he said, j 
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